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&  
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Our school’s core values state: “Take care of your-
self. Take care of each other. Take care of this place.” 
Chloe Mott consistently embodies each one of these 
values as an AVID student on this campus and in the com-
munity.  

Chloe has been involved in AVID for all four years 
of high school. Her discipline, as well as work ethic is an 
inspiration to her peers. Chloe often leads tutorial sessions 
in her AVID class and demonstrates her enthusiasm to 
assist others in the inquiry process. She encourages her fellow classmates to perform 
at their highest potential. Chloe exemplifies the value of “taking care of each other” 
as any classmate would attest to the fact, Chloe would go out of her way to help an-
other in need. This was clearly evident as the AVID site team voted her as senior 
standout for 2013. When announced to her senior AVID class, Chloe received a 
standing ovation.  

Chloe has demonstrated qualities of leadership and selflessness throughout 
her extracurricular activities and in her community to epitomize the value of “taking 
care of this place.” Chloe has volunteered in the Street Angels Ministry through Mis-
sion Gathering Church for the last four years, which assists in feeding homeless 
youths around San Diego County. It is not often that a high school student contrib-
utes a large portion of their free time to a cause that enhances the local community, 
yet Chloe continues to do so with an upbeat and optimistic approach. She has also 
committed herself the past two summers to volunteer at Indian Hills Camp where she 
cooked food, cleaned the facilities and assisted with the daily operations of the camp. 
Chloe always embodies an altruistic view of life and is a consistent contributor to her 
local community. 

Lastly, Chloe demonstrates the value of “taking care of yourself,” in her plan-
ning to become a future educator. Chloe has shown herself to be a mature and respon-
sible young adult in all of her academic pursuits by participating in both drama and 
band on top of her rigorous classes, composing of Advanced Placement courses. Her 
ultimate goal is to prepare herself for the demands at college and ultimately, to set 
herself up for future success as she practices balancing both academic and social pri-
orities. 
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 In the Class of 2013 AVID, 
the students have been yet again, 
caught up in their rigorous class work 
and extracurricular activities. Each of 
the seniors have applied for their 
FAFSA and are currently receiving 
acceptance letters from colleges all 
over the US. They are frequently 
checking their email and mailboxes 
everyday as more continue to arrive.
 The AVID students are gear-
ing up for their senior exhibitions, 
which take place after spring break 
and AP tests are coming up soon in 
May. The students are putting their 
best efforts into their tutorial groups  

 

to get the most out of every session in 
hopes to pass their AP tests to gain 
some much needed college credits.
 Senior AVID students are also 
continuing to apply for various scholar-
ships as the year winds down to cut 
down on the burdensome costs of col-
lege. Many of these students strongly 
recommend to other college-bound stu-
dents to build their community service 
and participate in extracurricular activi-
ties as soon as possible. Every bit 
counts. 
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AVID Mission:  

To c lose  the 

achievement gap 

by preparing a l l  

students for  

col lege  readiness 

and success in a 

global  soc iety.  
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Almost there, or are we? Countdown to AP exams, AP exams, AP exams, did I 
say AP exams? The Class of 2014 is in the trenches right now with their Advanced 
Placement classes and are preparing for their exams happening at the beginning of 
May. The successful completion of Advanced Placement classes has benefits during 
both the college application process and undergraduate life. The work level required 
for mastery in these classes is equivalent to the intensity they will see in a college 
course. Admission officers want to see that during a student’s high school career they 
have taken the most academically rigorous courses available. Please encourage your 
son/daughter to not give up and work through any of the challenges they are facing 
right now. Don’t let the stress get them down and celebrate their accomplishments. 
 On May 7th, we will be taking a field trip to California State University San 
Marcos for their last college tour while in our AVID program. People can tell you how 
great a place is, but the best way to know whether it's right for you is to see it--and 
experience it--for yourself. Hopefully between this tour, previous tours, the college 
recruiter presentations they have seen, and the college research they have done in 
AVID your student is more prepared to decide which colleges they are interested in 
applying to next year. Senior year is just around the corner. Let’s finish off this year 
with a bang! 
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 The Class of 2015 

had a fantastic time on their 

Bay Area Trip in February. 

Mrs. Bullock put together 

another excursion full of fun 

and learning. After visiting 

the six outstanding universi-

ties (see list below), I truly 

believe that each of our stu-

dents will now be able to 

match their career aspira-

tions with their academic 

needs with a ton more in-

sight than ever before. Most 

importantly, they all came 

back from the trip much 

more motivated to press 

on at SCHS in their stud-

ies to reach their aspira-

tions become accomplish-

ments someday.  

 Our students vis-

ited: 

San Jose State University 

CSU Monterey Bay 

University of California 

Santa Cruz 

University of California 

Berkeley 

Stanford University 

Santa Clara University 

A heartfelt thanks, goes 

out to our 10th grade 

Academic Advisor, 

Shaun Harvey, our AVID 

mentor, Steve Gonzalez, 

and again to our SCHS 

AVID Coordinator, Mary 

Bullock, for being such 

incredible role models to 

the kids during the trip.  

 

Thanks, and see YOU at 

the AVID Banquet in 

May! 

 

 

In the Class of 2016 AVID, there are 

nearly 70 students enrolled who already have 

shown they have what it takes to be successful in 

high school. They participate in bi-weekly, rigor-

ous tutorials on top of their busy academic and 

extracurricular schedules. They are also working 

on their inquiry and writing skills during numer-

ous Socratic Seminars, critical reading assign-

ments, and team building exercises.  

 Presently, they just finished an intense 

college research project, which includes the stu-

dents assuming the role of a college recruiter. 

They have been collecting specific data that they 

will utilize in “selling” their researched college 

to the rest of their peers. This assignment al-

lowed the students to see many different options 

that go into picking a college. They will be pre-

senting their chosen college to the class, recruit-

ing their peers to choose their school as their top 

choice. Expect your student to get their formal 

attire ready to do a convincing portrayal of a 

college recruiter.    

 Soon we will be starting a letter fund-

raiser to help raise money for our sophomore 

Bay Area trip. This allows the students to have a 

unique experience exploring a variety of college 

campuses over a four-day period. We will be 

flying into and out of San Jose and then boarding 

a charter bus for the rest of the trip. The students 

will be exposed to a variety of distinguished col-

leges and museums throughout the course of the 

field trip. The colleges that will be toured during 

this trip may include: San Jose State University, 

San Francisco State University, University of 

California Santa Cruz, University of California 

Berkeley, Stanford University, Santa Clara Uni-

versity, and Cal State University Monterey Bay. 

At each college, the students will be given a 

hands-on tour while being informed of what the 

requirements are in order to be accepted. The 

students will also be visiting local museums and 

famous places of interest. The trip may also in-

clude visits to the Golden Gate Bridge, Monterey 

Bay Aquarium, Fisherman’s Wharf, and the 

Winchester Mystery House. This trip will allow 

your son/ daughter to grasp the college experi-

ence while under complete supervision. All 

money earned through this particular fundraiser 

goes to lowering the cost of the trip for the entire 

class of 2016.     

 Our college going experience doesn’t 

have to wait until next year though. On May 6th, 

we will be taking a field trip to San Diego State 

University so that the students can have a mini-

college experience. The will be meeting with a 

college recruiter prior to a walking tour of the 

campus. Each student will be provided with an 

information packet about San Diego State Uni-

versity which includes admission, financial aid, 

scholarship, and housing information. Hopefully 

this will further motivate them to keep up their 

efforts in their quest to one day be college stu-

dents. 
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On Thursday March 
21, 2013 ten stu-
dents from each of 
the Grossmont Union 
High School District 
met at the Ronald 
Reagan Community 
Center in El Cajon to 
experience what it 
meant to be a stu-
dent leader. The stu-
dents who were cho-
sen to attend from 
SCHS were voted on 
by their classmates 
as exemplifying the 
qualities that a leader 
needs to have. They 
are leaders in the 
making who will 
grow to become 
powerhouses in the 
future. They were 
put through 'Basic 
Training for College' 
allowing them to 
work with students 
from each of the 
other schools in team 

building activities 
working through 
challenges. These 
challenges helped 
them to become fa-
miliar with various 
aspects of college life 
through a freshman's 
eyes. Following each 
of these challenges 
each team debriefed 
focusing on how you 
make connections, 
risks you can take 
that help and hinder 
you, and how to fin-
ish strong, not letting 
others stand in your 
way.  
 
After lunch each 
team of ten met to-
gether and came up 
with a 1-2 minute 
commercial called 
"How to survive your 
first year of college." 
They then presented 
these to the group at 

large. The bonds 
they made with each 
other through these 
challenges and activi-
ties will help them 
through their four 
years of college and 
beyond. 
 
Pictured: 
Mikayla Ortega 
Alex Rodriguez 
Sharai Castor 
Lauren Housh 
Zeelee Segura 
Ramon Alvarez 
Paul Aguilar 
Kiyarhe Bryant 
Josh Thompson 
Lauren Fleming 
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This year’s End of the 

Year Banquet is  

scheduled for  

Tuesday May 28th 

from 6 to 8pm at 

Jamul Community 

Church. Mark your 

calendars now! 

May 6th - Freshman field 

trip to SDSU 

 

May 7th - Sophomore field 

trip to Pt Loma Nazarene 

University 

 

May 7th - Junior field trip 

to CSU San Marcos 

 



Alexis Stephen: SDSU, CSULA, CSU Fullerton, Hofstra, Drexel, Cal Poly SLO 

Christian Luna: CSU Northridge, University of Oregon, NAU, Montana 

Lala Curry: SDSU, CSU Long Beach, Sonoma State, UC Santa Cruz, NAU 

Chrissy Croft: Western Washington U., Elmhurst College, NAU, University of the Pacific 
Michael Beauparlant: Oregon State, Cal Poly Pamona, NAU 

Carrington Novo: USD, CSU Fullerton, CSU Northridge 

Katie Minshew: Grand Canyon, JWU 

Angelique Carrillo: Cal Baptist 

Haley Wasson: PLNU, Azuza Pacific, NAU, University of Arizona, ASU, JWU,  

Grand Canyon, CSU San Marcos, CSU Monterey Bay 
Judy Pulido: NAU, Fresno State, Cal State Fullerton, SDSU, CSU San Marcos 

Erick Martinez: JWU, CSULA, University of Arizona 

Karina Jiminez: UC Davis, Cal Poly Pomona, NAU 

Memo Resendez: JWU, Oregon State 

Abi Sanchez: JWU, University of Miami, NAU 

Chloe Mott: University of Oregon, NAU 

Gabriel Fuentes: Oregon State, NAU, Fresno State, San Jose State, CSU Bakersfield, SDSU 
Jonathan Duya: Grand Canyon, UCSD, SDSU, UC Riverside, 

Justin Turner: JWU, Grand Canyon, Tulsa 

Karla Baltazar: Cal Poly Pomona, Cal State Fullerton, CSU Fresno 

Alex Blue: Utah State, NAU, Southern Utah 

Alex Esparza: JWU, wait list at SDSU. 

AVID  P are n t  New sle tte r  Pa ge 5  

T-Shirts 
for sale 
in room 
F205 

$10.00 ea. 

sizes S-XXL 

2013 AVID Seniors have been accepted  

to the following institutions: 

On Wednesday May 8th 

AVID  will host a staff 

lunch in the Library from 

9 to 2pm.  We need 

parents to help with 

food donations, set up 

and decorations. 

PLEASE contact  

Rhona Moore at 

rst.clair@cox.net  

to help. 

mailto:rst.clair@cox.net
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About the SAT/ACT 
The SAT and ACT are offered various times each year in the U.S. 
Upcoming Test Dates 

 
 

 

REMEMBER: You get one fee waiver for the SAT & the ACT based on the fact that you are 

an AVID student. You can either use it this year when you take the test or next year in the 

fall when you re-take the test. If you are using it this year, you must pick it up from Coach 
Schramm in the counseling office ASAP. The fee waiver only works for regular registration. 

When to Take the SAT/ACT 
Most students take the SAT/ACT during their junior or senior year of high school. At least half of all 
students take the SAT/ACT twice — in the spring as a junior and in the fall as a senior. Most stu-

dents improve their score the second time they take the SAT/ACT.  
 

Register Online: 
The quickest and easiest way to register is online: 
 Choose your test date and test center in real time. 

 Receive immediate registration confirmation. 

 Get 24-hour access to registration for printing or correcting your Admission Ticket. 
SAT registration: www.collegeboard.com 
ACT registration: www.actstudent.org 

Practice Questions: 

Visit either of the websites to view practice questions that will help you prepare for your upcoming 
test. 

 

SAT Test Dates Test Regular Reg-

istration 

Late Registration 

(Late Fee Re-
quired) 

May 4, 2013 SAT & Subject Tests 4/5/13 4/19/13 

June 1, 2013 SAT & Subject Tests 5/2/13 5/17/13 

ACT Test Dates Regular Registration Late Registration (Late 

Fee Required) 

June 8, 2013 5/3/13 5/17/13 

All AVID students will be participating in our Popcorn Fundraiser. 
AVID will get 50% of all the items sold! Place your order be-

tween 4/12—4/26 with your AVID student through the brochure 
they received in class. To view the popcorn 

online, you can go to: 
www.popcornpalace.com. 

All money and order forms are  
due April 26th in room 
F205! 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.popcornpalace.com/
http://www.popcornpalace.com/
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Here are three SAT tips to help you be a smart test–taker: 
· Know the order of difficulty. 
SAT questions can be divided into three levels of difficulty: easy, medium and hard. 

The questions in the first third of each section are easy, those in the second 
third are medium and those in the last third are hard. (The only exception is the 

Reading Comprehension passages, which do not follow this order.) 

Every question on the SAT is worth an equal amount. So spend your time making 
sure you get the easy and medium questions correct and tackle the hard ques-

tions if time remains. Rushing through the test to get to the hardest questions 
will only drag your score down. 

· Don't be Joe. 

Joe Bloggs is your average student. He gets the average score, 500, on each sec-
tion. He gets all of the easy questions correct; he gets some of the medium 

questions correct; he gets all of the hard questions wrong. 
Why is this important to you? Because our friend Joe is predictable. He gets all of 

the easy questions right because the choices that look correct are correct. He 
gets all of the hard questions wrong because the choices that look correct are 

wrong. If you know what Joe will do, you can make better decisions! 

If you're working on an easy question, the answer that seems right probably is. If 
you're working on a hard question, the answer that seems right is always wrong. 

Use this strategy to help you eliminate choices for difficult questions. 
· Use the process of elimination. 

Don't know the right answer? It happens. But if you know which choices are defi-

nitely wrong (see above), you will significantly improve your chances of getting 
the question right. 

Each question has five possible choices. Eliminate one or more possibilities, and your 
chances of guessing correctly are 25% or better. An incorrect guess will cost you 

only a quarter of a point. A correct guess will add an entire point. 

Let's say there are 8 questions where you eliminate 1 choice and guess among the 
remaining 4 choices. Statistically, you will guess correctly 2 times and incorrectly 

6 times. You are rewarded 2 points and penalized 1.5 points. You just earned .5 
points from guessing. Congrats–you've improved your score! 

 
http://www.princetonreview.com/college/3-sat 

Taste of the Town 2013!  

Many thanks to all that participated in this fundraiser! Despite 
the threat of rain, a good time was had by all. For anyone who 
sold tickets, bought tickets, donated items, 
made baskets, worked the event or bought raffle 
tickets, we thank you for helping to make this a 
great fundraiser! 

http://www.princetonreview.com/college/3-sat


12440 Campo Road, 
Spring Valley, CA 91978  

Steele Canyon 

High School ,   

A Cal i fornia 

Charter  School  

Tel: (619) 660-3500  
Fax: 619-660-7198  

We are on the Web! 

SCHS Avid 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on 

Facebook! 

Steele Canyon AVID 

 

Even better,  

LIKE us on Facebook! 

Mary Bullock 
AVID Program 

Coordinator 

619-660-3667 
mbullock@schscougars.org 

Class of 2015  Bay Area Trip 

Class of 2015  San Jose State 

Class of 2016 at USD 

Class of 2016 at USD 

Class of 2014 at Getty Museum 

Class of 2014 at UCLA 

http://www.schscougars.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?userGroupREC_ID=33914&uREC_ID=33914&type=d&title=AVID&un=TDE-AVID
http://www.facebook.com/#!/steelecanyonavid
mailto:Mary%20Bullock

