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An interview with Steve Gonzalez by Gracie Folkessan 

Through the ages, voices ring out, calling out for a 
friend, calling out for a family, calling out for 
help. Not everyone can hear them; not everyone has 
the willingness and ability to do so. However, every 
once in a while a miracle takes a walk and reaches 
out to those children, helping them, motivating 
them to believe more in themselves than the world 
that envelops them. One of these  21st century 
miracles is Steve Gonzales. Known to AVID stu-
dents all over, Steve is the help, the friend, the 
family that goes to the aid of many struggling 
teens. Helping them to realize the person they were 
meant to be, he teaches the students to know that 
they are good and know that they are good within themselves. I recently sat down with 
Steve and got to know who he is and why it is he does what he does.  

(Gracie) “Why are you working with the AVID students here at Steele Canyon High?                         
(Steve) “Why?... I think the simplest way to answer is seeing the potential that the AVID 
program brings about in the AVID students. A positive voice in each of their lives makes a 
big difference.” 

(Gracie) “What prompted you to get involved with AVID?” 
(Steve) “A teacher’s invitation. She had explained the AVID program to me and I liked what 
they promoted.” 

 

(Gracie) “How do the people you meet in your life influence your choices or decisions?”     
(Steve) “The people I surrounded myself with help me to believe that I had a future, that I 
was capable of so much more than what I had settled for. They have helped me to realize my 
accomplishments and that I had a purpose and meaning; both would help me achieve making 
a difference in the world.” 
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Senior year for our AVID students has 

been flying by.  They are busy applying 

to four-year universities and colleges 

while managing an academic load that 

would buckle the best of students.  The 

skills they are learning in their aca-

demically rigorous classes (AP Calcu-

lus, AP Economics, AP Government, 

AP Literature, AP Statistics, AP Span-

ish, Honors/College Prep Pre-Calculus) 

while still in high school will definitely 

be a transferred next year while they 

are enjoying their time in the college of 

their dreams.  For the seniors the atten-

tion they are paying to their academics 

will enable them to be more desirable 

during the application process for col-

leges to look at.  Some of the colleges 

they are applying to are UC Berkeley, 

UCLA, SDSU, Stanford, Hampton 

University, and Georgia Tech.  A full 

list is on page six.  As you can see they 

have been very busy.  Any of these col-

leges would be lucky to have them. 

They have also been diligent in gathering 

letters of recommendations as well as con-

tinuing their community service opportuni-

ties that they are involved in.     These sen-

iors have been out in the community repre-

senting Steele Canyon with a very positive 

light.                       Continued on page 8... 
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This year for the junior AVID students has been extremely rigorous and fast 
paced. Many students are taking multiple AP courses and have been spending 
long weekends and countless nights studying in order to be successful in these 
classes.  Our tutorial sessions have helped ease the stress as it is not only a 
time for the students to help one another with the demands of their classes, 
but it also provides a network of support.  

The juniors have also recently completed multiple sessions of in class review 
for the PSAT and finally took it on the 19th of October. This will be the third 
time for most of these students to take this test; however this spring, many of 
them will take SAT, which is a vital component to their acceptance in many 
colleges.  It is hopeful that this preparation will help them achieve higher 
scores on the SAT.  

Our next exciting college visit will be to UC Irvine and UCLA in January. This 
trip will be a two-day excursion up Interstate 5 where the students will be able 
to see some of the top schools within the UC system. They will also be able to 
visit the J. Paul Getty Museum, where they will be able to view some of the 
most famous pieces of art in all of the world by noted artists including  van 
Gogh, Monet, Rembrandt and countless others.  



AVID Mission:  

To c lose  the 

achievement gap 

by preparing a l l  

students for  

col lege  readiness 

and success in a 

global  soc iety.  

AVID  P are n t  New sle tte r  

 Next term the Class of 

2016 will be heading up to the 

bay area to have a unique ex-

perience, exploring a variety of 

college campuses over a four-

day period. We will be flying 

into and out of San Jose and 

then boarding a charter bus for 

the rest of the trip. The students 

will be exposed to a variety of 

distinguished colleges and mu-

seums throughout the course of 

the field trip. The colleges that 

are tentatively on the schedule 

to be toured during this trip in-

clude: San Jose State Univer-

sity, San Francisco State Uni-

versity, University of California 

Santa Cruz, University of Cali-

fornia Berkeley, Stanford Uni-

versity, Santa Clara University, 

and Cal State University Mon-

terey Bay. Some of the tours 

will be given by former SCHS 

AVID alumni.  At each 

college, the students will 

be given a hands-on tour 

while being informed of 

what the requirements are 

in order to be accepted. 

The students will also be 

visiting local museums 

and famous places of in-

terest. The trip may also 

include visits to the 

Golden Gate Bridge, 

Monterey Bay Aquarium, 

Fisherman’s Wharf, and 

the Winchester Mystery 

House. This trip will al-

low your son/ daughter to 

grasp the college experi-

ence while under com-

plete supervision. Their 

final payments are due to 

Mrs. Bullock in room 

F205 by Friday Decem-

ber 13, 2013.  If you are 

unsure of how much you 

still owe,  

In freshmen AVID, they already 
have shown they have what it takes to be 
successful in high school.  They partici-
pate in bi-weekly, rigorous tutorials on 
top of their busy academic and extracur-
ricular schedules. They are also working 
on their inquiry and writing skills during 
numerous Socratic Seminars, critical 
reading assignments and team building 
exercises. 

Presently, they just finished cre-
ating a life goals essay. They were to look 
ahead at their high school, college, ca-
reer and personal goals and write how 
they would hope to achieve them.  After 
reading many of these essays, it is evi-
dent that these freshmen possess a level 
of maturity that students often do not 
have at this stage of the game. They are 
now working on a college research pro-
ject, which includes the students assum-

ing the role of a college recruiter. They 
have been collecting specific data that 
they will utilize in “selling” their re-
searched college to the rest of their 
peers. This assignment allowed the stu-
dents to see many different options that 
go into picking a college. In the coming 
weeks they will present his project in the 
form of a formal oral presentation. Ex-
pect your student to get their formal at-
tire ready to do a convincing portrayal of 
a college recruiter.  

 On November 9th, we took a field 
trip during school hours to the Univer-
sity of San Diego so that the students 
can have a mini-college experience. 
Hopefully this will further motivate 
them to keep up their efforts in their 
quest to one day be college students.  
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T-Shirts 
for sale 
in room 
F205 

$10.00 ea. 

sizes S-XXL 

 

Seniors: 

See details on their re-

cent “Ropes Course” 

field trip on page 8. 

 

Juniors: 

UCLA 

January 24th & 25th 

 

Sophomores: 

UCSD  

December 6th  

 

Freshmen: 

USD 

November 8th 

Number 10: Not a moment of wasted time… 
Number 9: Students engaged in their learning… 
Number 8: Organized student binders… 
Number 7: College paraphernalia around the classroom… 
Number 6: Higher level questions asked by teachers and stu-
dents… 
Number 5: A passionate teacher is guiding student learn-
ing… 
Number 4: Rigorous tutorials facilitated by college stu-
dents… 
Number 3: Students can articulate the purpose of the les-
son… 
Number 2: Cornell notes that include a summary… 
And the Number 1 reason you know you are in an AVID 
class:  RIGOR, RIGOR, RIGOR! 
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AVID is selling 
your Christmas 

chocolates 

Room F205 or 
see an AVID 

student 

November 4 – 
November 18 

 

Family Connection is Steele Canyon's College & Career Connection Resource. This SCHS 
Guidance Office website is available for all students and parents. Here you will find gen-
eral information about the Guidance Office as well as links on the left to more specific 
resources on college planning, career development, and the job search. 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 

Appointments: If a student or parent would like to make an appointment with their 
grade level Counselor/Academic Advisor, they may do so via email, phone or by contact-
ing the grade level secretary.  You may also email your Counselor/Academic Advisor for 
general questions. This may result in a quicker resolution and response. 

General Overview:  

 Activities to meet student academic, career, and post-secondary goals including: 

 Student Support Teams (SST) 

 Course selection assemblies and classroom visitations 

 Administration of the PSAT in October 

 Social/Emotional support including: 

 Appropriate agency referrals and community resource information 

 Peer Mediation and conflict resolution 

 Referrals for testing and/or academic accommodations 

 College catalog library and Senior Information/Scholarship Center 

Conferencing: During conferencing with parents and/or students, Counselors and 
Academic Advisors will review the Guidance Office Handbook, elective course op-
tions, and discuss the following: 

 Develop or update the student's 4-year academic plan 

 Confirm course selection for following year 

 Review transcripts/high school graduation requirements 

 Discuss college entrance requirements including exams, costs, financial aid  

        information and scholarships 

 Provide a list of extracurricular activities 

 Discuss the student's career plan 

 Provide information about military academies, ROTC, ASVAB 

https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=steelech 

https://www.schscougars.org/ourpages/users/shroberts/Elective%20Course%20Descriptions%202011-12.pdf
https://www.schscougars.org/ourpages/users/shroberts/Elective%20Course%20Descriptions%202011-12.pdf
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=steelech
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Art Institute of San Diego and Los 

Angeles 

Azusa Pacific University 

Bentley 

Berkeley School of Music 

Boise State University 

Cal Poly Pomona 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 

Carolina Agricultural & Technical Uni-

versity 

Chico State University 

Colorado Christian 

Colorado School of the Mines 

Colorado State University 

Concordia University 

Corban University 

CSU Fullerton 

CSU Humboldt 

CSU Long Beach 

CSU Los Angeles 

CSU Northridge 

CSU San Marcos 

Embry Riddle University 

Emory University 

Fresno State University 

Georgia State University  

Georgia Tech University 

Grand Canyon University 

Hampton University 

Hofstra University 

Howard University 

Johnson & Wales University 

Loyola Marymount 

Menlo College 

National University 

Ney York University 

North Carolina A & T 

Northern Arizona University 

Oregon State University 

Pepperdine 

Point Loma Nazarene University 

Princeton University 

Purdue  

Sacramento State University 

San Diego State University 

San Francisco State University 

San Jose State University 

Santa Clara University 

Seattle Pacific University 

Seton Hall 

Sonoma State University 

St. Johns University 

Stanford 

SUNY Purchase 

The Culinary Institute 

UC Berkeley 

UC Davis 

UC Irvine 

UC Los Angeles 

UC Riverside 

UC San Diego 

UC Santa Barbara 

UC Santa Cruz 

University of Buffalo 

University of Colorado Boulder 

University of Hartford 

University of La Verne 

University of Michigan 

University of Mississippi 

University of Montana 

University of Oregon 

University of Pacific 

University of Pittsburgh 

University of San Diego 

University of Tennessee 

University of Vermont 

University of Washington 

Vanguard University 
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Hello AVID Parents, 

I am the parent representative for the AVD Site Team and I wanted to update every-

one on the letter that was recently sent out. First of all, thank you to everyone who 

responded. We appreciate your commitment to your student and your understanding 

that as a team we can help all of our AVID students reach their academic dreams.  

The information has been sorted and correlated and we are now able to begin using 

it all. Please watch for e-mails, as groups of you will be contacted for helping out with 

the Senior Awards Banquet, Taste of the Town, classroom speakers and more.  

We are excited about increasing our parent involvement and making the AVID ex-

perience the most that it can be for each of our students.  If you have not filled out 

the information, please do so on the back page of this newsletter and have your stu-

dent return to their AVID teacher. 

Thank you, 

Rhona Moore 
Parent Rep AVID Site Team 

 

Save the Date!  

Friday, April 25 and will be held at Cottonwood Golf Course  

All proceeds to benefit SCHS! Great Food and Great Opportuni-

ties! 

AVID Parents, We will need help!  If you have  

not let us know that you want to  

help with this event, please contact me,  

Rhona, at rst.clair@cox.net. 

 
SCHS ToT Chair: 

Cheryl Tyler 
cheryltyler@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:rst.clair@cox.net
mailto:cheryltyler@sbcglobal.net
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At the end of September, the seniors had the opportunity to 

head up to Big Bear to Alpine Camp and Conference Cen-

ter participating in a ropes course.  This is the final field trip to culminate their time in our 

SCHS AVID program.  Not only did they work together as a team, but many of them over-

came their fear of heights and learned that anything is possible 

when you put your mind to it.  The support and camaraderie they 

shared was inspiring to all involved.  Their bond as a class was 

shown through each of their actions and will be taken with them 

throughout their future.   

Higher Ground elements are specially designed to enhance teamwork, problem solving skills, trust, 

imagination, perceived risk taking (in a supportive atmosphere) commitment and excitement. We foster 

group support, enhance individual acceptance and self-esteem by utilizing problem-solving scenarios, 

stimulating initiatives, and Low and High Challenge Course elements. Our trained staff is second to 

none in their expertise in safety, facilitating and leadership. Our goal for each individual is to provide a 

positive learning experience in a fun and supportive atmosphere. 

“High” is in the eyes of the beholder. “High Elements” in our terminology refers to the events that must 

be belayed (rope attachment system) to ensure the safety of a participant. High ropes course events 

are usually the ones most remembered by participants because of the drama, anxiety, overcoming fear, 

excitement and exhilaration experienced. 

“Low Elements” activities are characterized by group rather than individual participation and the ab-

sence of belay needs; i.e., rope protection. 

These group challenges require people working together physi-

cally and mentally to achieve a goal. Your group will be engaged 

in activities that will be setting the foundation for the rest of the 

day. These activities are creative games and situations that pro-

mote problem solving from different perspectives, as well as goal 

setting and looking out for each other. They demonstrate the im-

portance of working together as a team to view a problem, coming 

up with a strategy to solve the problem and carrying through with 

the solution. 

Low element activities provide groundwork and solution orienta-

tion for “real life” problems associated with personal relationships, 

school, occupations, etc. 

http://www.alpine-cc.org/programs/higher_ground.html 

http://www.alpine-cc.org/programs/higher_ground.html
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please contact Mrs. Bullock ASAP.  Our college go-

ing experience doesn’t have to wait until next term though. On Friday December 6th, we 

will be taking a field trip to the University of California San Diego (UCSD), so that the stu-

dents can have a mini-college experience. They will be meeting with a college recruiter 

prior to a walking tour of the campus. Each student will be provided with an information 

packet about UCSD which includes admission, financial aid, scholarship, and housing infor-

mation. Hopefully this will further motivate them to keep up their efforts in their quest to 

one day be college students. 

In that quest to one day become a college students, the sophomores also participated in the 

Practice SAT (PSAT) on October 19th at Steele Canyon High School.  

The PSAT/NMSQT is great practice for the SAT. Both tests have the same types of ques-

tions, and taking the PSAT can help you get comfortable testing under timed conditions. 

Feedback. The test gives you personalized feedback on your skill strengths and weaknesses 

so you have a better idea of what study areas you need to work on. 

Information from colleges. You can get free information from colleges and scholarship 

programs by opting in to Student Search Service® when you take the test. 

College and career planning help. By taking the test, you get free access to My College 

QuickStart™, an online tool that helps you plan for college and a career. 

It also gives you a free, personalized SAT study guide based on your PSAT/NMSQT results. 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/testing/an-introduction-to-the-psat-nmsqt 

Fun with Steve! 

https://quickstart.collegeboard.com/posweb/login.jsp
https://quickstart.collegeboard.com/posweb/login.jsp


 
(Gracie) “Are you proud of who you have be-
come?” 
(Steve) “Yes. I am not where I was, not where 
I hoped to be, but I am in a much better place. 
I sleep well at night. I am not ashamed of my-
self or my actions; I do not ever feel like I have 
to hide. I do not ever want to live my life in a 
way that any one of the students that I have 
met would be surprised or disappointed by how 
I acted. I have so many friends of various 
backgrounds and lives, and I have learned so 
much from each one.” 
    

(Gracie) “What is your favorite part of your job?”  
(Steve) “I love hanging with the high school students. The life that radiates from each 
one brings about a bright light that only grows as their friends come around to laugh 
and enjoy the many stories that are to be shared. I love taking a life lesson or describing 
a situation and seeing the students relate to it. I like helping people think about life and 
their futures, all the possibilities that it can hold. There are so many, and I do not want 
one student to believe that they cannot do some thing legendary just because they think 
they are not good enough, or skilled enough, or pretty enough. I like to see the faces of 
the students when they realize that they want something better for themselves. They 
are willing to go the distance needed to get there. They get the ability to say that their 
lives are better than the standard.”   

 

(Gracie) “What is the legacy you want every person to remember you by?” 
(Steve) “I want to be remembered for the simple fact that I cared. It seems so small, 
but caring goes a very long way. I once met this high school student who wished I was 
his dad simply because I cared about him in a pure way. I care for each student I meet; 
they are not just students to me. They are friends that I like to talk to and learn from. 
Not only do I learn about life through their eyes, but I learn ways to prank, new ideas 
sprout up fast and it is great to know how to take a joke and laugh at yourself every 
once in awhile.” 
(Gracie) “What is the biggest obstacle you had to overcome within your job?” 
(Steve) “The biggest obstacle would have to be raising enough money; it is always 
tough. When I first started people thought I was rich. But I have friends that believe in 
what I do, they help by supporting my non-profit organization.”   
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(Gracie) “What is it, exactly, that you do?”    

(Steve) “I do a number of things. My organization is called Dream Weavers. It has a trickledown effect in the 
way that, we help students dreams to come true by helping them help themselves. My main job is encouraging, 
challenging, and motivating students to live the best life they possibly can. I go to schools to influence children to 
work hard, go to college, to hold themselves up to a higher standard then what has been set before them. I also 
train adults to help mentor students, to encourage the students. I essentially teach people how to help students, in 
whatever way they can.” 
 
As it is seen here, Steve, who may seem ordinary at first, is actually a hero in every day communities. He puts 
others before himself and makes the dreams of many come true. 

Steve with AVID Juniors 

Steve with AVID Freshmen 

"How Far Would You Go?" Steve had the Freshmen com-

pete to create the longest line and compare that with go-

ing after their college dreams 

The Juniors are communicating non verbally 

and following a path showing they have the 

ability to help others accomplish a common 

goal. 



12440 Campo Road, 
Spring Valley, CA 91978  

Steele Canyon 

High School ,   

A Cal i fornia 

Charter  School  

 

Tel: (619) 660-3500  
Fax: 619-660-7198  

We are on the Web! 

SCHS Avid 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on 

Facebook! 

Steele Canyon AVID 

 

Even better,  

LIKE us on Facebook! 

Mary Bullock 
AVID Program 

Coordinator 

619-660-3667 
mbullock@schscougars.org 

Class of 2015  Bay Area Trip 

Class of 2016 at USD 

Class of 2016 at USD 

AVID Parent Volunteer Opportunities (2013-14) 

We are in need of volunteers to help us with some of the activities in which your son/daughter will 
be participating. If you would like to help with any of the following activities, then please check the 
appropriate box and return with your son/daughter to their AVID teacher. We would love any and 
all help that you are willing to give. Feel free to call me at (619) 548-0064 (Rhona Moore) or email 
me at rst.clair@cox.net.   

 

Classroom speaker (motivational speaker regarding the field you may be in) 

Occupation_____________________________ 

College speaker(s) 

Fundraising: 

Taste of the Town (Planning, Gathering donations, or Staffing the event) 

SAT/ACT/PSAT registration fees 

College visits 

College application fees 

College scholarships 

Planners 

T-shirts 

Tutor service (during school/after school) Subject? ____________________________ 

Planning: 

Scholarships 

SAT and ACT registration 

Parent Nights 

Classroom Activities 

End of the year banquet/award ceremony 

Business Partnership: Do you know of a local business that would like to partner up 
with SCHS AVID and sponsor our program? If so, please provide their contact in-
formation: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Please consider me for: _________________________________________________ 

Parent Name:_______________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________________ 

Cell:_______________________________________________ 

Student:____________________________________________ 

Grade:____________ 

 

http://www.schscougars.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?userGroupREC_ID=33914&uREC_ID=33914&type=d&title=AVID&un=TDE-AVID
http://www.facebook.com/#!/steelecanyonavid
mailto:Mary%20Bullock
mailto:rst.clair@cox.net

